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DESCRIPTION:
Our report “The Illegal Cod” uncovered how western companies by cooperating with russian mafiaorganizations has taken control of the Russian off-shore fishing fleet and is systematically overfishing the qoutas in the Barents sea, the only place on earth where there is still a healty population of cod.

In the end we could pinpoint a number of well-known Swedish consumer brands as responible for buying illegaly caught cod form the Barents Sea and marketing it to Swedish, and international, customers.

Already in the fall of 2002 we (together with fellow reporter Sven Bergman) uncovered, in another investigative report for National TV4, a massive organized illegal fishing of cod in the Baltic Sea. 
Large Swedish producers and wholesalers sold illegaly chaught fish to the Swedish customers. The reaction was immedate and strong. Almost all of the Swedish retailers started boycotting frozen cod from the Baltic and started instead to buy fish from Norway, and the Barents Sea.

The control system in Norway guaranteed, according to the retailers, that the cod bought from there was legally fished.

In the fall of 2005 we decided to follow up the earlier reports and investigate claims of massive illegal fishing also in the Norwegian industry, and in the Barents Sea. And claims that the illegal fishing in the Barents Sea was some 20 % over the qoutas and now was controlled by off-shore companies in conjuction with corrupt Russian officials and businessmen.

We decided to trace ALL frozen cod products available to consumers on the Swedish market back to their origin – the boat that had fished them. In the end we traced around 100 cod-products from different suppliers, wholesalers and retailers to the catches of somewhere around 300 trawlers.

The Research methods used

We “simply” bought the products and/or photographed the EAN-code and other origin-data on the products. We then contacted the retailer, wholesalers and in the end suppliers to establish the chain bakwards towards the fishing vessel supposedly responsible for the catch of the product.

In theory this should be easy, for example by enforcing the EU directive on food-sourcing.

In practice it became a very labourius task that took several months. 

The main obstacle was the wholesalers and suppliers, who initially refused to disclose the origins of their products. 

A major problem was that the suppliers mainly were large international corporations with the production-units based in China. They refused to talk to us and had to be forced to answer questions by THEIR customers, the wholesalers on the Swedish market. And it took some doing to get the wholeslaers to pressure their suppliers to disclose the information we wanted: which boat had caught the fish in our packages.

In the end we had a long list of trawlers, transport ships, off-loading ports, etc. 

The research developed into a gigantic puzzle with more than 50 ports, 300 trawlers and some 20 transportships. 

In the puzzle were also some 500 000 tonnes of cod, out of which some 100 000 tons were illegaly fished. 

The main obstacle was to determine wich trawler had fished what amount legally and what amount illegaly. And where had the illegally fished catch gone.

We worked extensively with sources within the international fishing inspectorate-world. Both in Norway and other places in Europe like Holland, Germany and Russia. 

We also had great help from environemental organizations like Greenpeace and World Wildlfe Fund (WWF).

We took to sea and followed a Norwegian Coast Guard ship patrolling the Barents Sea and accompanied them during inspection missions at sea. 

We followed the illegaly caught fish to Holland where most of it was landed and shipped off to China for processing. We could determine on site that the inspection system was faulty, that the inspections never even controlled the qoutas of the ships supposed to have caught the fish, and did not, in  many cases, communicate the results of their inspecions to the other European inspection-authorities. (Hence, no real control over the qoutas could be established since the fish was fished in Russian waters, transported through British, Norwegian and Danish waters to ports all over Europe.)

We could establish that the cod illegally fished by Russian trawlers in the Barents Sea withouth problems could be off loaded ad shipped to market in major ports in European Countries.

In essence, since there was none or very little control in ports, no, or very little exchange of information between the European authorities, no inspections carried out in the Russian sector, and very little in the Norwegian, the illegal fishing could go on and on, and did so.

We could establish that although only 400 000 of cod were allowed to be chaught accordong to qoutas, somewhere around 500 000 tonnes of cod from the Barents Sea were sold annualy on the world market.

In Russia we had to establish sources within the fishing industry and the fishing control organizations to obtain catch and qouta-information (which is classified in Russia) and to acertain who the real players were behind the big post-soviet era trawler companies that were running the illegal fishing.

We went to Moscow and Murmansk in Russia to retrieve documents, interview sources and fishermen.

We set up a phony trading company to get close to the main players in the industry and in Norway we approached the main operators behind the trade by working in disguise as businessmen wanting to trade in frozen cod. 

These encounters were documented by using hidden camera.

Ocean Trawlers was one of the companies that appeard most frequent in our research as a trader in illegal fish. It was formerly Norwegian based and is now officially based in Hong Kong and the taxhaven British Virgin Islands.

We extensively researched the company, its owners, a Russain and a Swede, and we cultivated sources within the company.

In this work we had great help from our cooperation with Rune Ytreberg of Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation and David Leigh of The Guardian, UK.

We uncovered secret contracts between the western (Mainly Ocean Trawlers) and Russian companies setting up the system of illegal fishing.

Our resarch showed how Ocean Trawlers and other western companies rented out modern supertrawlers to the bancrupt post-soviet fishing companies in exchange for cod. We could also show how the western companies ran the fishing, deciding where to fish, what to catch and where to land.

One major obstacle was the Russian sources, and information that had to be researched and interviewed thorugh interpreter. That makes things a lot more complicated, costly and time consuming.

Another obstacle were the offshore companies that hid the real ownership and control of almost every trawler and fish-selling company in this story.

All in all we worked on the project for five months. From September 2005 until going on air both Joachim Dyfvermark and Fredrik Laurin worked in team on the project.

Photographer was mainly Robert Eriksson with assistance of Jessika Fredriksson, Lovisa Thuresson, Staffan Ahlström, Vitaliy Izmaylov, TV21 Murmansk.

RESULTS

The publication of the two reports on 18:th and 25:th of January last year had a major impact both in Sweden and internationally. Almost all of the retail-companies mentioned in our report stopped selling frozen cod and started major investigations into the trade with their raw material.

The Swedish and Norwegian fishing ministers made a joint effort in the EU-commission on the issue of illegal fihing as a result of the facts we uncovered.

In September 2006, following a decision of the EU, a number of European countries had finally agreed to start sharing data on offloading of frozen fish so that accurate catch statistics could be made.

The Economic Crime unit of the Danish Police started an investigation and radied one of the main wholesalers, Kangamiut, that we pinpointed in our report.

Environemetal organizations like Greenpeace and WWF have taken a number of actions since we published and put pressure on both the individual companies and the industriy as a whole to clean up their act in regard to what they are buying from the Barents Sea.

There have been several follow-ups by ourselves and by Swedish and international Media. (The Guardian, UK, Norwegian Boradcasting corporation, Norway, all major Swedish and Danish media.)

Up until the day of writing no corrections have been demanded, we have published non, their was initial threath of libel action from Ocean Trawler but the threaths never materialized. 
CURRICULUM VITAE:
BIOGRAPHY JOACHIM DYFVERMARK

Joachim Dyfvermark, born 1968, has been working as journalist with TV and film for 10 years. Since 1998 as investigative reporter/producer for the current affairs show “Kalla Fakta” (“Cold Facts”) Swedish National TV4. Joachim Dyfvermark has also been working as news reporter and studio reporter at TV4, with radio and TV-documentaries, and as correspondent in the civil war on Sri Lanka.

Joachim Dyfvermark has been co-producing for many years with fellow reporters Sven Bergman and Fredrik Laurin. The trio was 2005 awarded a number of awards for a series of reports revealing how two Egyptian men, suspected of terrorism, were deported from Sweden in a top secret operation by masked American agents and handed over to torture at state security police in Cairo.

A procedure that came to be known as “Extraordinary Rendition” and caught world-wide attention. 
Among the prizes the trio were awarded for the reporting on “Extraordinary Renditions” were “Vilhelm Moberg-stipendiet” by Tidningen Arbetaren, “Edward R Murrow Award” by Radio-Television News Directors Association of America, “Publicistklubbens stora Pris” by Publicistklubben of Sweden, “Eric and Amy Burger Award” by The Overseas Press Club of America, “Guldspaden” by Föreningen Grävande Journalister, Sweden, “Det lite större journalistpriset” by Journaliststudenterna i Sundsvall, a special citation by ICIJ — an ICIJ first and  “Stora journalistpriset” (Swedish similarity to the Pulitzer price).
In 2003 the trio was awarded the Swedish Investigative Journalists Price of Honour 2003 for a story uncovering a huge corruption scandal in “Systembolaget” (the Swedish State Monopoly on Alcohol).

In August 2006 Joachim Dyfvermark and Fredrik Laurin were awarded the Norwegian “Breiflabb-price” for the reports “The Illegal Cod”.  The price is given to journalists who in their professional work has contributed to a positive development of the fishing industry.

FILMOGRAPHY JOACHIM DYFVERMARK

2006: “The Illegal Cod”

2005: “The Broken Promise” part 5
2004: “The broken promise”.Part 1,2,3 and 4. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the political game behind a secret deportation of two terrorism suspected Egyptian men, conducted by American agents on Swedish ground.

2003: “The network”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the largest corruption scandal in the history of Sweden, with hundred of persons involved, around Swedish State Monopoly on Alcohol. 

2002/2003: “Happiness for sale”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the methods and mind control used by international company Landmark Education.

2002/2003: “The Black Sea”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the systematic illegal fishing and selling of cod in the Baltic Sea. 

2002:”Get rid of everything”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A review on how the Swedish military throw away a lot of their material, even the new stuff. 

2002: “The companies doctors”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the hidden agenda and money between the insurance companies and the doctors who decide if injured insurance takers shall be given compensation.

2001 –”The hidden price of contraceptive pills”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the side-effects of third generation contraceptive pills, and that international medical companies have covered up their own research showing these serious side-effects. 

2001: “Code 41”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing widespread illegal abuse of animals in Swedish slaughterhouses.

2000: “12 crowns per hour”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. How immigrants are ruthlessly used by Swedish companies.

2000: “The only truth”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A review on the side-effects of child vaccines, and how big international vaccine companies in secret pay off families who’s children have been damaged by side-effects.   

2000:”Expedition Estonia”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A review on the illegal diving expedition to the wreck of Estonia, and the conspiracy -theories of why the ship sunk in 1994.

1999: “The smuggling of alcohol”. Documentary. Swedish TV4. Two hour-long documentaries about organized smuggling of spirits to Sweden, corruption in the Custom Authority and the consequences among the teenagers drinking the black spirit.

1998:”The land of little resistance”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the secret operations by the international Scientology fighting all critics trying to make the most secret text of Scientology an official document. 

BIOGRAPHY FREDRIK LAURIN

Fredrik Laurin, born 1964, has been working as journalist for 15 years. Since 2000 as investigative reporter/producer for the current affairs show “Kalla Fakta” (“Cold Facts”) Swedish National TV4. Earlier at the Swedish News Agency TT, the Current Affairs Show ”Striptease” on Swedish Television, SVT, and the media newspaper ”Resumé”. Fredrik Laurin teaches Swedish journalists in investigative journalism techniques on courses organized by the Swedish Investigative Reporters and Editors “Gräv”, and by the University of Stockholm.

Fredrik Laurin has been co-producing for many years with fellow reporters Sven Bergman and Joachim Dyfvermark. The trio was 2005 awarded a number of awards for a series of reports revealing how two Egyptian men, suspected of terrorism, were deported from Sweden in a top secret operation by masked American agents and handed over to torture at state security police in Cairo.

A procedure that came to be known as “Extraordinary Rendition” and caught world-wide attention.

Among the prizes the trio were awarded for the reporting on “Extraordinary Renditions” were “Vilhelm Moberg-stipendiet” by Tidningen Arbetaren, “Edward R Murrow Award” by Radio-Television News Directors Association of America, “Publicistklubbens stora Pris” by Publicistklubben of Sweden, “Eric and Amy Burger Award” by The Overseas Press Club of America, “Guldspaden” by Föreningen Grävande Journalister, Sweden, “Det lite större journalistpriset” by Journaliststudenterna i Sundsvall, a special citation by ICIJ — an ICIJ first and  “Stora journalistpriset” (Swedish similarity to the Pulitzer price).
In 2003 the trio was awarded the Swedish Investigative Journalists Price of Honour 2003 for a story uncovering a huge corruption scandal in “Systembolaget” (the Swedish State Monopoly on Alcohol).

Fredrik Laurin was awarded the Swedish Investigative Reporters and Editors (“Grävande journalister”) most respected price ”Guldspaden” 2000, for the revelation of bribes in the Swedish campaign for the summer Olympic Games 2004.

He was also awarded the Swedish Investigative Reporters and Editors Price of Honour 2003 for a story uncovering a huge corruption scandal in Systembolaget” (the Swedish State Monopoly on Alcohol).

In August 2006 Fredrik Laurin and Joachim Dyfvermark were awarded the Norwegian “Breiflabb-price” for the reports “The Illegal Cod”.  The price is given to journalists who in their professional work has contributed to a positive development of the fishing industry.

FILMOGRAPHY FREDRIK LAURIN

2006: “The Illegal Cod”

2005: “The Broken Promise” part 5
2004: “The broken promise”.Part 1,2,3 and 4 Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the political game behind a secret deportation of two terror-suspected Egyptian men, conducted by American agents on Swedish ground.

2003: “The network”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the largest corruption scandal in the history of Sweden, with hundred of persons involved, around Swedish State Monopoly on Alcohol.

2003: “They are listening”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A program revealing how the Swedish Defence Radio Authority is controlling the communication via telephone and internet. 

2003: “The real operation of DC3”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A review of the historic shoot-down by Soviet Russia of a Swedish DC3 aeroplane over the Baltic Sea during the Cold War in the 50:s.

2002/2003: “The Black Sea”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A series revealing the systematic illegal fishing and selling of cod in the Baltic Sea. 

2002: “The Swede at Guantanamo Bay”. Documentary. Swedish TV4. About the Swede Mehdi Muhammed Gehzali who was arrested on the boarder of Afghanistan and Pakistan in December 2001 and detained on the American military base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  

2001: “The real life of an AU-pair”. Investigative programme. Swedish TV4. A review on the real and often harsh conditions of young women from Eastern Europe, working as AU-pair in the homes of rich Swedish families.
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